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Areyou doing your par?

Submitting Articles for Publication in North Texas PC NEWS

1. Arficdle Style. Type all copy flush
left without justification. This includes
headings, bylines, and the first line of
each paragraph. Place a credit byline
(author’s name) between the title and
first paragraph, Leave a blank line
between paragraphs.

2. Media. All copy exceeding 10 lines
should be submitted via the CUG

BBS or on floppy.-diskette(s) - (5.25" or

35" DOS formattéd). If you want the
disk returned please include a
self-addressed return-postage-paid
mailer, If you submit your article in
hardcopy and expect us to transcyibe it,
bear in mind that we don’t type so
well. Most times, hardcopy-
only-articles get filed in the Void..

3. File Formats. ASCII text files are
preferred. Use .TXT extension for
ASCII files. If formatting Is crucial,
Microsoft WORD and WordPerfect
files will be accepted. Other word
processor file formats may be
acceptable but only if the article is
accompanied by hardcopy and an
ASCII Ele version of the article. Word
processor files create a lot of
extraneous work for the editors. If the
article can be ASCII-fied, please do so.

3. Submitting Articles. You may use

a) NTPCUG BBS (Preferred). Log-on
to the BBS and select (U)pload from the
main menu. Your default file transfer
protocol will be displayed. If you want
to change your default protocol, use
the (P)rofile option. Once you have set
the file transfer protocol, select the
(A)rticle option from the upload menu.
You will be prompted for the filename
to upload. Enter the filename (don't
use drive or path name). The BBS will
rompt you to begin the file transfer.
F Refer to your communications
software manual for instructions on
transferring files.) After the file
transfer has completed, you will
be prompted to, “press any key to
continue..." You will then be ?rompted
for a one-line description of the file.
Enter the description. To exit the
Article Upload Menu press ENTER
unti! you back to the Main Menu.
(OPTIONAL - Send a BBS mail
message to Douglas McQuaid
regarding your submitted artlcle.)

b) Snail Mail (a.k.a. U.S. Postal
Service). Put the article on a floppy
diskette and mail it to: 10429 N.
MacArthur, #369, Irving, TX 75063

¢) SneakerNet. Track down one of the
editors at the monthly meeting and give
themm a diskette with the article on it.

one of three methods.
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Program for March

March 1992

Timothy Carmichael ..

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM

10:00 &AM - 11:00 AM

Exploring Data Visually

CoWorks Corporation

Mark Dehner, dent
CoWorkcs Time Series Library is a new tool for accessing, displaying, and manipulating statistical
information. The product combines a core set of data that can be used on a day to day basls
and software thal makes it easy 10 ¢o so. The core product includes international, economic,
financlal, environmental, social, and demographic data (induding references) which takes up only
& Mbytes’of disk spaco. A famiflar spreadstiest interface is used to navigate through and graph
the data to see trends, correiations, and patieins. Thls product is usetul for business and
government users, as well as for teaching and résearch.

Aldus Persuasion for Windows

- Aldus Corporation
Sharon Sullivan, Strategic Account Manager
Aldus Pursuasion for Windows Is a complete tool for creating top quality presentations - from
.simple black- and-white ovarheads to 35mm slides. It uses AutoTemplate technology to
automate the creation of your presentation. Other features that will be highlighted include auto-
matlo organizational charting, numeric chanling, outlining and many other features which consis-
tently rank Aldus Pursuasion the best presentation tool avallable. There will be a drawing for &

free copies of software.

11:00 AM - 11:30 AM

1.00 PM - 2:.00 PM

NTPCUG Business Meeting

The PC Darkroom
. Micrografx Inco

rporated

Chip Grayson, Corporate Accounts Manager

Picture Publisher 3.0 for Windows Is Image-editing softiware which will safisfy the high-end stand-
ards of photo designers and business users. It supports most scanners and still-camera vidso
capture devices, as well as any Windows- supporied output devices (Including 24-bit video
boards). The editing features include enhanced masking tools, unique color mapping and shield-
ing tools, special texturing effects, and the usual drawing and text tools. These features are also
fast and easy to use. There will ba a drawing for free copies of software. *

* Tickats for each drawing will be given out from 10 minutss before until 15 minutes after the start-ime of the meoting to

attending NTPCUG members who show proof of membership.

Prez Sez

The Printer Arrived

As you may have read in Reagan Andrews’ column
on COMDEX, the North Texas PC Users Group won
an HP Laser]et IIIP to be used for club business. The
printer came with a 2MB memory module and a
lower paper tray. I had the honor, in Las Vegas, of
accepting it for the group, and I am using it for the
1,600 renewal letters and other group correspondence
that come with the President’s job.

I want to thank Hewlett-Packard again on behalf of
the group for the prize and for their continued sup-
port of users groups. I think it would be a good idea
to have HP talk to our group to explain Laser]et and
DeskJet technology, as well as answer our questions

about their products. I know that where [ work, we
have practically every flavor of HP printer ever
made, and we've only retired one original Laserjet,
and the purchaser resurrected it.

The New BBS Software Arrives

Check elsewhere in this issue for a description of the
new TBBS system that is being installed by the BBS .
committee to replace the old "Chairman” program.
"Chairman’ has not been supported in a while and as
you know on the p.c. side of the world, where
software updates come faster that you can load and
debug the old ones, there are better mousetraps being
built every day. (I know my copy of Grammatik is
going to tell me that sentence is too long.) >
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State of the BBS
by Tom Prickett, NTPCUG Sysop

If you were at the February meeting, you probat:y
found out that we are testing a new electronic bul-
letin board called "The Bread Board System", or simp-
ly TBBS. Perhaps you already knew about this, the

new system had been in test for several weeks prior..,
to this meeting. TBBS is a product of eSoft Inc, a- *
Colorado firm headed by an old BBS stand-by, Phil -

Becker. b

Wildeat! is aricther bulletin board system that we
spent some time considering. Wildcat! suggests that
either you dedicate one machine per telephone line
and network the machines together or you use some
sort of multi-tasker like View. We are running
three telephone lines and did not consider either of
these options palatable.

It turns out that the TBBS system is a vast improve-
ment over the bulletin board we were using called
Chairman, Chairman was produced by Dynamic
Microprocessor Associates. They are also marketing
PC Anywhere, a product that finally gained a certain
amount of popularity for DMA. Chairman didn’t,
and it entered the "no update" deep-freeze over a
year ago with two other DMA dinosaurs - a com-
munications package and a relational data base. No
enhancements or fixes is a fatal flaw for software
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when users are expecting reliable bug fixes and oc-
casional new features. Other software vendors like
Borland tend to “new release” you to death,
Chairman’s problem was that it didn’t change fast
enough. | certainly hope we will do better with eSoft,
where TBBS is their primary product.

We are using the new TBBS 2.2 release. The main en-
hancements with this new release are a full screen
message editor and the addition of the ZMODEM file
transfer protocol. However, the NTPCUG is coming

from Chairman, and TBBS itself is a much more dras-

tic enhancemnent. From the various perspectives in
this club, a new-user, one familiar with the old sys-
tem, and'from a system maintenance point of view,
we all seem to be pleased, TBBS is really an im-
provement!

Of course, major thanks must go to Fred Williams.
He has been raving about TBBS for several years
now, but has actually implemented 2.1 and 2.2 in the
last few months for the NTPCUG. Doug Gorrie
provided a telephone line and a portion of his home
for a spare machine that is owned by the club. Leroy
Tennison is looking into member validation and
many others have volunteered their time by calling
up the new system. Kent Kingerey helped me look
into the Wildcat! system. TBBS was the winner for us.
Check it out!

We are planning to go to the new system forever on
March 15 or earlier. | have grown to understand that

»

Prez Sez continued

Kudos to Member Emeritus’

This club has a category of membership called Mem-
ber Emeritus. Our bylaws define it as someone who
has made an outstanding contribution to the
NTPCUG and, I feel, made the group better. The list,
up to this point, included John Pribyl, Stuart Yarus,
and Phll Chamberlain. At the January Officer's Meet-
ing, we approved the induction of Jim Hoisington to
this hallowed chamber. Jim helped start this group
ten years ago, he has served in many capadities in-
cluding six years as either President or President-
Elect. Jim continues to serve on the Board of Direc-
tors. The Member Emeritus title carries with it,
lifetime membership in the NTPCUG and the admira-
Hon and gratitude of the group.

Philippe Kahn

The CEO of Borland International, Inc. and PC
Magazine’s Person of the Year is TENTATIVELY (as
of newsletter press time) scheduled to speak at a spe-
cial meeting of the North Texas PC User's Group on

Tuesday night, March 10th. Please check with our
BBS, recorded message or at the March 8th meeting
for the details.

Orientation

For many years 1 saw a listing in the back of the PC
News in the 11:30 time slot for ORIENTATION. I
was curious, but never enough to miss lunch. Final-
ly, when 1 was SIG Coordinator, I had to keep the
inside back cover of the newsletter updated. No one
could tell me exactly what went on in Orientation, so
1 decided to sit in at 11:30. Jim Ratts was the speaker,
and he told mainly new users about Infomart, how to
find their way around, where the cafeteria was, what
the North Texas PC Users Group did, and he
answered their questions. Jim now has other com-
mitments and 1 have taken over the job (yeah, right,
like I had to fight a bunch of people for it).

I enjoy this half hour. I hope it is informative. And
if I'm late, it's because [ coming from the 11:00 busi-
ness meeting, or I forgot.

Andy Oliver B
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you are never finished with software, and this BBS
will probably always have something under construc-
tion. Please bear with us as we step forward.

So, with all of these "supposedly good" changes, is
there anything that has not changed? (- one might
ask :-) Well, we have the same conference areas, and
each user has their own mailbox if I could point to a
few similarities.

Another thing that hasn’t really changed is that’:
NTPCUG provides basically a message board. You .-

still won’t find a download area of -any consequence.
The way to upload a file now is to send a message to
the appropriate conference or individual and Attach
the file (ASCII or binary) to the message that you
want to send. Everyone who reads the message can
also download the attached fileif they wish.

The conference areas contain public messages to be
read by anyone who calls in. One of the major fea-
tures of TBBS is that it makes it real easy to see all of
the messages that you haven’t read yet. This means
nothing to the new user but is quite valuable to those
who frequent this place.

As a consequence of going to the new system, we
will lose the message base from all of the conferences
and individual users. So, if there is something dear to
your heart, hold that thought, and repeat it on the
new TBBS system. ~

Reviewing the conferences that we had in 1991, the
BBS merged the “Business SIG" and "DAC SIG" into
one called the "Bus/DAC SIG" early in the year. A
new conference called "Ranting Raving” was started
in May. R & R started out very popular but has been
in decline ever since. The "Computer Law" conference
was added in July. "Humor” hit its peak in January,
1991. "Tolitics" was most popular from April thru
August. The summer months were very popular for
conferences in general, especially the “Comm SIG”
and "DOS SIG.” "All" is/was the most popular con-
ference every month. The "Assembler SIG" and the "C
SIG" have been very popular in the last few months.
The “Hardware SIG" and the "Pro SIG" are always in
the top ten of the conferences. The most unpopular
conferences were the "R:Base SIG", "Unix SIG", and
the "Cryptan S1G."

What [ have considered most popular is not really
the message traffic, but how many times that con-
ference was "Opened”, or read by the users. This is
often related to message traffic, but I feel the "look-
ing" volume gives a more accurate picture of
popularity. This will become harder to track with the
new bulletin board, and perhaps message traffic will
be the most accurate measure.

Another good thing that happened in 1991 is that the
BBS went public. This means that a new user can call
and read some of the conferences. They cannot get to
all of them and do not have their own mailbox, but

March 1992

they can read something while they are waiting to be
validated as a member.

The new bulletin board is a breath of fresh air for me,
and I hope it will be good for everyone who uses it.
Thanks to everyone who helped me make it through
the Chairman years, and also to those who helped us
move to the new TBBS system.

Tom L

A Waming About Your Personal and
Conference Mail on the BBS...

Unless something changes, the BBS com-
mittee will convert to the new TBBS bul-
letin board system on or about March 15.
The delay in converting is due to the
club’s desire to provide the membership
with advance notice, including documen-
tation about how to access the new sys-
tem.

One itern needs to be brought up now, in
preparation for March 15. At that time,
the old Chairman system goes away, and
with it, all the mail and conference mes-
sages. Why? Because there is nothing we
know of that allows a reasonably easy
move of chairman mail to a TBBS system.

So, for all Chairman users and Conference
monitors and SIG Leaders, NOTE THE
FOLLOWING:

By Thursday, March 12, please review
your personal mail messages and con-
ference mail. If you feel any of it is im-
portant, and perhaps worthy of copying
to the new TBBS system, you will need to
capture the data via your communica-
tions software. Then, once the new TBBS
system is operational, you can upload the
important stuff into the appropriate con-
ference/forum.

So, plan ahead!! We don’t want anyone
losing any message detail that they feel is
important.

Doug Gorrie
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OPEN SOFTWARE

AR

O e~y IO O
The essential guides to one of the most exdfing operating

systems around: OSH1. Whether you're an experienced

UNIX user or neophyte, these auﬂ;loriiative volumes TAVLQ lQS
are the place to start. (Prentice Hall)

OSHI L*!)ser’s Guide TECHNICAL
OSH1 Programmer’s Reference

OSH1 Command Reference BQOKS
OSH1 System and Network Administrator’s Reference

TAYLORS TECHNICAL BOOKS, Second Floor, 5455 Belt Line Rd., {214} 239TECH
FAX — 239-8527  1-800-926-READ
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Using the NEW TBBS
Bulletin Board System

An introduction to the new BBS, by Doug Gorrie

February 10, 1992.
Many of our NTPCUG membership are alread

aware of efforts to convert from the Chairman Bul-'.
letin Board System (BBS) to’ one that js more in tune '*+

with the times Although there are several good BBS
systems available, the ad-hoc BBS committee initially
chose to examine The Bread Board System (TBBS), a
product of eSoft. eSoft has a good reputation for
support, a characteristic somehow lost to the makers
of Chairman. In addition, TBBS is designed to allow
the SYSOP to support the BBS support remotely,
meaning that the SYSOP can typically maintain the
BBS by dial-up line, rather than having to personally
visit the BBS site. Given these and other features, as
of this writing, we anticipate formally converting to
TBBS on or about March 15, 1992.

The purpose of this article is to provide NTPCUG
membership with some initial training on the new
TBBS system. As we proceed, please note that this
document was submitted on PFebruary 10th for is-
suance in the March PC News. Our TBBS system
went through’additional revisions in the month
thereafter, so there may be differences between the
details here and the final product. We anticipate
publishing updated documentation and operational
tips as we complete "Phase I" of the conversion. The
most current user documentation may be
downloaded from the BBS by selecting the
"(Dyownload" option on the Main Menu, followed by
the “(B)ulletin Board help files" option.

Throughout the TBBS system, help is often available.
Where "(H)elp" is offered, enter "H" for help. In many
places, entering "?" will provide help, even if not
specifically offered. If in doubt, enter "?".

For new users of the NTPCUG BBS

For those of you that have not used a BBS, or have
avoided Chairman (our previous BBS software), the
following will hopefully serve to get you online with
a minimum of fuss. If you are already using Chair-
man, you may wish to skip ahead to the section en-
titled "FOR CURRENT CHAIRMAN USERS",

To access the NTPCUG BBS, set your communica-
tions software to No parity, 8 data bits, 1 stop bit, and
a modem data rate of 2400 bps or less. BBS phone
numbers are listed in each month’s PC News (inside
back cover). You’'ll know the BBS has answered
when your modem squeals (if your modem has a
speaker), and you are presented with the usual
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Roman column, Super Saturday meeting dates, and
some general information explaining how to register
as a NTPCUG member.

When asked to "Enter your FULL Name", enter the
first and last name that you are generally known by
(sorry, no aliases, please!). If all data entered is cor-
rect, reply “Y" when asked.

As of Release 2.2 of TBBS, we can (and did) establish
you as using an IBM/PC terminal type, with 24
usable lines per screen, and 80 characters per line. If

-you wish to emulate a different terminal type, or to

override the default values, changes can be made at
the (P)rofile option on the Main Menu. Available ter-
minal types with TBBS are:

<A> VIDTEX, <B> TRS-80 1/3, <C> VT-52, <D>ATARI,
<E> H19/H89/219, <F> |IBM PC, <G> Telavid 925,
<H> VT-100

When asked "Do you wish to have a pause after each
display page (Y/N)?", enter “Y" so you have time to
read any LONG messages. If you reply "N", mes-
sages longer than 24 lines will be difflcult to read as
the initial lines roll off the top of the screen. Also, be
sure to enter either "Y" or "N", as there is NO default
(at present). Pressing <CR> without an option will
exit you from the mail reader feature.

When asked to "Please Enter a 1-8 character
Password to be used for future logons”, choose a
password that you can remember easily, and enter it
twice as directed. You can change it later if desired.
REMEMBER THIS PASSWORD.

You will need it fo log on again.

If your are accessing the NTPCUG for the first time, a
series of questions are then asked, in order to deter-
mine whether your level of access within the BBS
should be raised to “member" status. Answer these
questions honestly, and, if you are a NTPCUG mem-
ber, you should receive full access "soon".

In the details that follow, as the TBBS menuing sys-
tem is discussed, please note that until your account
is upgraded to "member" status, not all menu options
will display. Also, non-members do not have mail
and upload capabilities, and have only limited access
to conference messages. All messages read by non-
members are READ ONLY; messages cannot be in-
iiated by non-members.

For current "CHAIRMAN™ users

If you had an account on the Chairman BBS as of late
December, 1991, your account information has al-
ready been transferred to the new TBBS system.
After dialing in, enter First and Last name informa-
tion as usual, followed by the password in effect last
December. However, enter that password IN ALL

»
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CAPITAL LETTERS, because your password in
Chairman was actually stored in caps, whether you
intended it that way or not. (Once into TBBS, you
can change your password to lower case letters in the
(P)rofile option, it desired.)

After identifying yourself, you are presented with a
variety of menus that will guide you through TBBS.
As you proceed through this article, please remember
that it is being submitted for print a full month prior

to the mid-March conversion date. The menus you''-,
see in March may be different than what you see -,

here, due to ongoing development.

After verification, TBBS. checks whether there is any
mall addresséd to you by other NTPCUG members.
If there is mail, you are given an option of reading
that mail immediately. If you choose not to read
mail, or if there is no mail for you, TBBS presents you
with the following Main Menu:

NTPCUG Bulletin Board Main Menu

(1) - ()nformation - What is NTPCUG and this BBS
(M) - Electronic (M)ail

(C) - (C)onterence select menu

D) - (Dgownload fles

U) - (U)pload files

(H) - Hang-up after sending a message to the Sysop
(S) - Change Password

(P) - User (P)rofile change (pertnanent)

(Mime, e(X)pert, (-)Back one lavel, (:)Quick logoff

Coammand:

As you can see, each subject area of the BBS is iden-
tified on this "main" menu. Each area is preceded by
a letter, number, or special character that, when
entered, gains you access to the associated section of
the BBS. For instance, pressing the letter "1" takes
you to a sub-menu containing NTPCUG information
options, while "m" takes you to electronic mail. Op-
tions can be entered in either upper or lower case.

Many of the menu options are "hot keys",
meaning that the desired option can be accessed
}:f' pressing a single key, without a <CR>. This

lows you to move more rapidly through the
system.

Another feature of TBBS allows menu options to be
selected at any time, even while a menu is being
“painted”, or displayed, on your screen. This is be-
cause TBBS accepts commands between each charac-
ter being printed to your screen. On menu displays
and command prompts, you don’t have to wait at all
for a menu to complete, or even for the end of a line.
If you know which menu option you will enter next,
enter it anytime.

Let's examine each portion of the board in overall
terms:
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Main Menu - (I)information

This menu provides you with a menu of allows
you to get general information about NTPCUG
and the BBS. When selected, sub-menu options
are:

(B) - Information on this (B}BS
(C) - NTPCUG (C)urrent evenis
(N) - Whatis (N)TPCUG?

(S) - Information on TBBS

—Miscellaneous—
(Mime, e(X)pen, (-)Back one level, (:)Quick logoff

Pursuingthe options in this section can provide you
with some valuable insight about the NTPCUG, as
well as specific features of TBBS, version 2.2. Option
"N" is also the place to go to determine who leads
each of the Spedial Interest Groups (SIG) that meet
each SuperSaturday.

Main Menu - Electronic (M)ail

(M)ail takes you to menus which guide you through
the receipt and generation of mail to and from your-
self and conferences. Details are provided later in
this discussion.

Main Menu - (C)onferences

Provides the user with read and write access to all
conferences, whether (G)eneral or (S)pecific. You
may select individual conferences from within these
two groups separately, or have TBBS provide them to
you in a (C)ombined fashion. When accessing either
a General or a Specific conference individually, you
can read and/or leave mail related to the conference
you are in. In the Combined option, both General
and Specific conferences are pooled together, allow-
ing you to read and leave messages from/to any con-
ference. One option available in the Combined mode
is the ability to (U)nselect individual conferences
from the combined group, thereby bypassing subjects
that you have no interest in.

Main Menu - (D)ownload files, (U)pload files

These options take you to menus that assist you in
Downloading bulletin board help files, and in

. (U)ploading files to the PC NEWS editors for publi-

cation. In addition, if you have certain respon-
sibilities within the NTPCUG, there may be addition-
al menu options allowing upload/downloads into
file areas pertinent to your function.

»
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Main Menu - Change Pa(S)sword

This option allows you to change your password
when desired. If you have a Chairman-like password
(all capital letters), you may want to select this option
to reenter your password in lower case.

Main menu - User (P)rofile change

If you need to change your default profile in TBBS, . |n gome cases, there may be other options listed with

‘ * . those above. They are :

select this option. From here, you may modify such
things as lines per page, characters per line, ANSI
graphics capability, etc. You can view your options
from here with®ut making changes, so feel freeto ex-
amine yours.

Let's Talk About Mail

Now, having covered the generalities, let’s deal in the
specifics of one topic -- Electronic Mail. The
NTPCUG BBS emphasizes the value of mail over
other functions. Hence, TBBS was chosen to replace
Chairman in part due to its success in handling mail.

When you first call the BBS, TBBS will advise you
whether you have any new mail in your mailbox to
read. One line will display on your screen per mes-
sage, indicating from whom the mail came, and what
the "Subject” is. You are then-asked if you want to
"Read Now(Y/N)?" Generally, you will reply "Y" un-
less you prefer to deal with sucK mail later.

If you reply "y", you must then indicate whether you
wish to have a pause after each message. If you
answer "N", all incoming mail messages will roll
across your screen without stopping. (Also, see the
section below on "Reply Chains...) This is ideal if
your communications program can capture the mes-
sages as they come across the screen. However, if
you are not comfortable with this approach, reply “y"
to force a pause between messages.

If you reply "Y”, a message will be displayed, fol-
lowed by a line of options:

<C>ubby, <Fowd, D>el, <R>aply, <A>gain, <Ns>ext, or <S>top?

A help screen on these options can be requested by
pressing "?" at this time, but a synopsis of each
command’s meaning is as follows:

<C>ubby - copies this message in your personal mail
cubbyhole. This allows you to read and reply to it
later, versus having to find it within the rest of your
mailbox. Afterward putting a copy in your cubby,
you should delete the initial message with the <D>el
option.

<F>wd - allows you to forwards this message to
someone else.
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<D>el - deletes the message. This is the preferred ac-
tion if you have no further reason to retaining the
message.

<R>eply - helps you initiate a reply to the message’s
sender.

<A>gain - types the message to you another time.

<N>ext - skips on to the next message, leaving the
current message in your "in-box",

<"*>Replies - indicates that the message has some
replies. This may be common when mail went to
other user$ and/or a conference, with a copy to you.
The replies may have come from one or more of the
other recipients. You may read these replies at this
time, or a later opportunity may also exist

<E>ncl - indicates that the message has a file "at-
tached" to it. Select this option if you wish to
download the file that is Enclosed within the mes-
sage.

<-> - If you are reading one or more replies to a pre-
vious message, <-> reads the previous message in the
“th!‘ead".

<U>n-del - reverses the effect on the current message
of a previous <D>el. Use this if the <D>el was a
mistake.

Once you have read all incoming mail, you are
placed at the Main Menu. However, let's pursue Mail
some more.

Electronic Mail ...

After selecting (M)ail from the main menu, you will
receive over a half screen of options and information.
The predominant options are:

(R) - (R)ead your Mall

Q) - P)uid(scan your Mail

L) - (Lyeave Mall for other users
ES) - (S)earch for a Member's name
(D; - g) oleta Mall message

(V) - ¢{ )blzrhole messages

(C) - NTPCUG (C)onferences

(Mime, e(X)pen, (~)Back one level, (:YQuick fogoff

(R)ead, (Q)uickscan and C(U)bbyhole options all
pertain to the reading of mail. (R)ead allows reading
of new or previously read mail that was sent to you.
(Quickscan, in contrast, allows display of general
detail about all messages (who to and from, subject),
and the ability to mark those which you wish to read
later. "C(U)bbyhole Messages" takes you to your
private cubbyhole, Copies of messages can be placed

»
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there as you read them from your incoming mail, or
from a conference.

When you're ready to send mail to members or con-
ferences, enter (L) to leave them mail. And, if you
need to search out the proper name to send your
mail to, use the (S)earch option. To delete messages
residing in your Inbox or Outbox, and no longer of
value, use the (D)elete function. Finally, to read mail
within conferences, select the (C)onference option’,

Some general purpose options also exist here. (Dime -

display the current time, as well as the time you
logged op this session, and how much time has
elapsed daring the current session. The e(X)pert op-
tion allows “you to select the level of expertise you
have in using the TBBS-system (beginner, inter-
mediate, expert, super expert). The (-) will return
you to the previous menu, while (:) will immediately
terminate your TBBS session.

Electronic Mail — (R)ead ...

When (R)ead is selected, you are presented with four
options:

<i>n Box

<O>ut Box

<B>oth In and Out Boxes -
<A>bort reading mait

Your <I>n Box contains all your previously read
mail, as well as any new ones that have not yet been
reviewed. The <O>utbox contains a copy of every-
thing you have initiated and mailed to others, and to
conferences.

If you choose the "T", “O", or "B" options, you receive
another option list:

<Fs>orward or <R>evarse Multiple
<N>ew Mossages

<Msarked Messages

<S>olective Retrievaj
<d>ndividual Message(s)

<As>bon Retrieve

This group of options is a little tricky, so hang in
there as we describe their use...

For each of these options, you will generally be asked,
at some point, whether you wish TBBS to "Pause after
each message(Y/N)?". If you reply "Y", you will be
glven the option line

<C>ubby, <F>wd, <D>ei, <R>eply, <A>gain, <N>ext, or <S>top?

after each message, just as they appeared as you read
your incoming mail. However, if you reply "N“ to
the "Pause” message, the option line above will not
appear, and there will NOT be a pause between mes-
sage. Instead, a different group of options will ap-
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Far reply chains:
<1> Ask on Each
<2> Always foftow
<3> Never follow
<> for help

Since there will not be a pause between messages,
this option is asking whether you wish:

<1> TBBS to ask you about replies for each message

<2> any replies to messages to AUTOMATICALLY
follow each message

3> tolet all messages display in their normal "first-
in, first-out” order.

<?> Enter "?" to get some detail about these options,

Select the option that best indicates how you want to
see any replies to original messages.

Okay, let's go on. Select <N>ew to read any new
mail that has not yet been read. TBBS will ask about
the “Pause”, then displays new mail, one message
after the other.

To read ALL your mail (read and unread), select
(F)orward to read mail in chronological order (oldest
to newest), and (R)everse to read in newest-to-oldest
order.

Choosing <M>arked Messages displays only those
messages "marked” for retrieval. Marking is ac-
complished through use of the Quickscan feature
within Electronic Mail.

(S)elective Retrieval allows reading of only those
messages meeting certain criteria. You may request
messages sent <T>o or <F>rom a specific person or
conference, or having a specific <S>ubject. For the
criteria selected, you may then request to read in
<F>orward or <R>everse order, or <N>ew messages
only.

Choosing <I>ndividual Messages allow you to indi-
cate a specific message number that you wish to
read. Of course, you must ALREADY know the
desired number to utilize this option.

Finally, <A>bort Retrieve terminates the message
retrieval process.

Electronic Mail —~ (Q)uickscan ...

All the above options pertain to the Electronic Mail
menu’s "(R)ead your Mail" option. As mentioned
previously, another option from the same menu al-
lows a (Q)uickscan of messages. In Quickscan, sub-
menu options are almost identical to those in the
(R)ead portion, with only a few exceptions: >
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1) A new option allows you to Mark any scanned
message for later retrieval, and to clear any previous
message marks. 2) If Marking is requested, each mes-
sage listed will ask if you want to mark it. Response
is *Y", "N, or “§" to Stop the Quickscan listing.

Using Quickscan without Marking results in a single
line of information about each message, indicating
message number, who from, who to, subject, and
board name ("Mail" if personal mail).

Electronic Mail - (L)eave malil ...

Now that we:know how to READ mail, let's talk
about creaton of mail.

At the Electronic Mail menu, select (L) to Leave mail
for individuals. TBBS asks you to specify who the
message i3 for, and what the subject is. If the user
name you enter is not a valid name, TBBS will advise
you so you might enter a different one. If TBBS of-
fers to send it anyway”, reply "N". IF A NAME IS
NOT IN THE USERLOG, THERE 1S NOTHING TO
BE GAINED BY "SENDING IT ANYWAY".

At present, only one user’s name can be entered
as a recipient of the message. However, you
may Carbon Copy (CC:) additional members by
placing a "CC:" line WITHIN your message. On
the first line of your meSsage, type "CC:"
(without the quotes), followed by one or more
user names, These names should be separated
by a comma. Additional detail on this function
may be (D)ownloaded from the (B)ulletin Board
Help Hile area.

Message content can be typed online via either a
line editor or a full screen editor. Alternately, you
may prepare your messages at your leisure using
your PC’s word processor, then upload the file into
a TBBS message. Preparing your message offline
allows you more time to think about your wording,
perform spell checks, ete. It also eliminates the
possibility that a long message might have to be
redone if your phone line connection fails, or if you
somehow enter an erroneous command that "loses"
your message.

After confirming the recipient and subject matter,
TBBS asks if you wish to "Submit Prepared Mes-
sage Text (Y/N)?" Here, any previously created
text file can now be uploaded into your message.
Replying “Y" displays a list of valid data transfer
protocols, most of which will work in getting
your PC file contents moved to your TBBS mes-
sage area.
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Select from the following transfer protocols:

T - TYPE file to your screén

C - ASCI{ with DC2/DC4 Captwe
A - ASCII only, no Centrol Codes
X - XMODE

O - XMODEM-1k

Y - YMODEM (Batch)

G - YMODEM—g (Batch)

S - SEAlink

K - KERMIT

W - SuperKERMIT (Sliding Windows)
Z - ZMODEM-90(Tm)

: Ii is recommended that the three ASCII protocols

NOT be used, except as a last resort, to upload files.
They do NOT have any built in error detection and
correction features to assure your data’s integrity. In-
stead, choose any other protocol that is also sup-
ported by your comumunications software. Generally,
ZMODEM is considered as your first choice (if you
have it), with YMODEM considered as an excellent
alternatives. XMODEM and the KERMIT variations
may be better choices if you encounter significant
noise problems on your phone line, or have none of
the others. Again, ASCII protocols are the LEAST
preferred.

(At some point in the future, once you deter-
mine which protocol works best for you, con-
sider going to the Main Menu (P)rofile option
and making your preferred Upload and
Download protocol permanent. From that time
forward, TBBS will no longer request a protocol
selection, but will use the one you have desig-
nated in your Profile.)

If you have no prepared text to upload, reply "N"
above when asked. You are then offered the use of
TBBS’ full screen editor to enter your message, or,
reply "N to enter text a line at a time. The full
screen editor is preferred over line entry, as long as
your hardware and software can support it. For in-
stance, when in ProComm Plus, the arrow keys will
work properly when using TBBS. Other products,
such as ProComm (shareware), Telix and Qmodem
may not work as well. If you encounter such
roblems, review the Help screens available with the
ull screen editor. Ctrl key sequences are listed there
that will allow you to move around within the editor.
As specific problems are examined, we plan to issue
messages and BBS download files to assist you.

We do expect some computers to have
problems, but we are working on providing
you with a fix if you will advise us when you
have a problem.

Use of the full screen editor should be self-ex-
planatory. If your arrow keys, page up/down keys,
or others do not work properly, request Help by
pressing Ctrl-Z. When through entering your mes-
sage, press ESC to Exit. (In the line entry mode, a

»
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carrlage retfurn <CR> by itself will terminate mes-
sage entry.)

Once the editor (either type) has been exited, a new
menu of options appears:

<b>ist, <Vslew, <Exdit, <R>cpt, <F>lle, «Qxuit, <S>ave, or <H>elp

<L>ist and <V>iew display the message on your

screen ("List* numbers each line). <E>dit allows you,
use of the
full screen editor, a line editor, etc. Help is available’

to modify your message further through

here if needed to understand the ‘options. <R>cpt re-
quests that: TBBS advise you when this message is
read. The r&d receipt (probably) comes to you as a
mail message. _
<F>ile is a feature that lets you upload a file from
your PC and attach it to the previously entered text
message. (The recipient will read the text message,
then see the phrase "<E>ncl” to indicate that a file is
Enclosed within the mail message.)

<Q>uit terminates the mail message without send-
ing.

<S>ave saves the message, along with any enclosed
file, and forwards to the recipient’s In Box.

<H>elp explains the above in more detail.

That's all there is to it. Peel free to send yourself mail
for practice in sending and reading mail.

Electronic Mail - (S)earch ...

(S)earch lets you search for a member’s name when
you are unsure of a his/her name or BBS status.
Your search may utilize a full or partial name string,
or multiple partial strings. You may use either a
single string or multiple strings separated by spaces
or commas. To match your search request, a user
name must match on all of the strings you enter.

Examples: “willam<cr>" will get you anyone with

"william" as part of their first OR last name.
"will fred<er>" will list anyone who has the letters
“will" and "fred" anywhere in either first and/or last
name.

If a search results in a long list that you wish to stop,
press "S" at any time.

Electronic Mail - (D)elete mail message ...
This option allows you to specify which of your mail

messages can be deleted. The message number is re-
quired for each message you wish to remove.

10
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Electronic Mall - C(U)bbyhole Messages ..

This option takes you directly to your personal Cub-
byhole mailbox, and provides you with the options
needed to read, delete, ete., as discussed previously.
Note that this option is different than the (Clubby
option that follows messages. (C)ubby places a copy
of a message INTO your cubbyhole, while this
C(Ubbyhole menu option TAKES YOU TO your
cubbyhole so that you might read any messages files
therein.

- Electronic Mail - NTPCUG (C)onferences

Main h{enu - (C)onference select menu

Choosing (Clonferences from the Electronic Mail
menu i3 functionally identical to selecting (C)on-
ferences from the Main Menu. When chosen from
either menu, you will see:

NTPCUG Conferences

(G) - (G)eneral Conferences
(S) - (S)pecial Interest Groups
(C) - (C)ombine All Conferences

Miscollaneous
(Mime, 6{X)pen, (-)Back one leval, (:)Quick logoff

From here, you may request a list of all the (G)eneral
or (S)IG conferences. From that list, you may indi-
cate the specific single conference which you wish to
work with. Or, you may ask to be placed into one
large (C)ombined mailbox which includes ALL con-
ferences. At present, there are about 11 General con-
ferences, and about 22 SIGs. Selecting (C)ombined
will merge all of these for you.

Whether you select one or all conferences, you will
see the following command options (with two excep-
tons, noted with (*)):

(R} - (R)ead combined messages
(Q - (Q)uickscan combinad messages
U) SalecV(U)nsalec: conferencas
L)eave a message in a conference
Q“} oset "last message” (Polnter
Send Private E-Mail
U) CjU)bbyhole messages
(S) - (8)earch for a Member's name
* {O) - Retum to single c{O)nference salection
(A} - Aeturn to M(A)in Menu

By now, you should be familiar with several of the
above, including (R)ead, (Q)uickscan, (L)eave,
C(U)bbyhole, (S)earch, and M(A)in Menu. Let’s
describe them.

The (U)nselect option applies only within the (C)om-
bined conference. Choosing "U" will display a list of
all included (Active) conferences, and allow you an
opportunity to EXCLUDE any or all from the com-
bined group. In this manner, conferences of no inter-

»
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ON COMPLEXITY

JHEC

— ——— No. 61 na Serizs

Features or Fixes?

by Jim Hoisington

I just finished watching MISSING IN ACTION 14 on K
cable TV. That's the movie where Chuck Norris -

returns to Vietnam to retrieve his wristwatch that.-he
left behind in 1968. As a pointless sequel, it
reminded me -of the increasing number of software
upgrades and their increasing cost. It's getting hard
for me to tell whether I'm getting any new features
for my money or just bug fixes in existing features.’

It used to be that if you found a bug in an existing
product in the first six months it was on the market,
the vendor would send you a product with the
problem fixed- or at least give you a work around.
In fact, I can remember getting free, unsolicited, bug
fix upgrades. Now, you the stock phrase seems to
be, "Sir, that problem has been fixed in our next
release. You should be getting the upgrade notice
shortly.” When the software release you're using
has been on the market less than two months,
something is wrong.
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Errors or "bugs” in computer software are a fact of
life. The more complex the code, the more errors
there usually are in the software. It seems to me
that software companies should either do more
extensive beta testing (beta testing is where people
who are not employees of the company test the
software) or they should routinely ship bug fix
updates free of charge.

Maybe software companies have discovered that
they are pricing their software too low and they’re

* “trying to make up for it by selling us upgrades every

three months. Buying a software package has
almost become like getting involved with one of
those chain letters.

And how do you know what you are getting when
you get an upgrade. The press releases and upgrade
notices are 50 vague, you're not even sure that they
are talking about the same software. They leave you
wondering how you could ever have used the
previous release. These are the same features that
they fell all over themselves praising in their
previous release. Were new features added? Do
they work? Who knows?

Maybe I'mn getting jaded. After all, it's "Prime Chuck
Week" on channel 21 and tomorrow night Chuck
Norris will do it all over again.

Jim a2

Using the new BBS  continuea

est to you may be ignored, either for this session
only, or for this and all future sessions.

To exclude or include a conference, merely enter the
letter associated with the conference, then review the
listing of "Active combined boards" follows to con-
firm your change.

(P)ointers in each conference can be reset so that you
do not have to read any UNREAD messages. This is
done by moving the "Last Message Read" pointer
from the last message ACTUALLY read to the last
message in the conference. Each user on the TBBS
system has his own Pointers for each conference, so
you are assured of being able to read any unread
messages at your leisure.

The option to Send Private E-(MDail lets you tem-
porarily jump out of conference reading so you can

11

send a private message to someone. Once through
there, you are returned to this same menu.

NOTE: One word of caution is in order here.
When you are reading conference messages,
any mail that you (L)eave or (R)eply to will be-
come part of the indicated conference replies.
Be careful not to say something embarrassing!!
It is not always obvious that your mail is going
into the conference, rather than as private mail.
Use the (M)ail option to create private mail!!

With that, we conclude this lecture. TBBS is an ex-
tremely powerful and flexble system, such that not
all features can be explained without virtually rewrit-
ing the TBBS manual. Work with it, read the BBS
help files, read the "BBS Directions" conference, and
ask the SYSOP questions on issues that you find con-

fusing. We will continue to try to improve the sys-
tem in the next several months.
Have fun!!
Doug a8
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Reagan Andrews, Ph.D.

A personal view of hew or unusual hardware, software, and applications for 1B small computers and compatibles.

L
b

Real news during February from Maxtor,

AMD, Compaq, Intel, Microsoft & Tandy

What's it all mean?

AN
Y

Rebruary and March are really weird months. It’s the "rush season” for
my business, for one thing. Period also seems to produce really
strange PC-related announcements in the various media sources I rely

on to produce this column.

Biggest news just had to be hardware price cuts across the board. If
you can think of a major player in the PC market, I'll guarantee they
have announced significant price cuts in the last two months. Even
memory seems to be slipping somewhat lower, except for the 4M

SIMMs.

That includes IBM and Compagq. Software doesn’t seem to be (official-
ly) headed in the same direction — except for upgrades from the

competition’s products.

Loyal users feel "had"

Software upgrade costs for
loyal users (are you listening
Microsoft?) are in many cases
the same that a user of a com-
peting product would have to
pay to change over. Hear a lot
of grumbling on this score, and
see a lot of (formerly) loyal
users really giving the competi-
tion some thought.

Describe, Legacy and Ami Profes-
sional may snare a lot of new
customers this way. Maybe
even WordStar.

Maybe it's the water

Got a comment at the last
NTPCUG Meeting that kind of
caught me off guard. I was
asked if | "was not feeling too
well lately” since | “seem to

have backed-off the vendors in
this column”.

Could be, 1 guess. 1 did say
something nice about Word-
Perfect last month. Hmmmm....

Back to blood! Same Disk Wars
New battles looming

Maxtor Corp. may have
touched off a new round in the
very bloody PC disk wars this
month, Maxtor announced, ac-
cording to PC Week, the latest
sortie into the 3.5" disk struggle
with their Cheyenne 7213, 213M,
35" drives with 15 ms access
time priced at $395.

A disk with similar specs — the
Maxtor LXT213S has been sell-
ing locally for $750 in SCSI in-
terface. List is somewhere in the
$1000 range. Wonder what the
Cheyenne will actually sell for at

12

March 1992

street level? Users will be the
real winners here.

This may be start of another
round of hard-disk bloodletting
similar to that seen in 1989 - 90
that brought the demise of Mini-
scribe and other disk makers.
There was no comunent on this
move from officials of Seagate
and Conner Peripherals, Inc,,
currently kings of the 3.5"
mountain,

From cheap, Maxtor goes big

Still in the 3.5" arena, Maxtor
went from inexpensive to huge
with announcement of their
new 1.24G, MXT-1240 drive.
That's "G", i.e., 1,240
Megabytes, in an 8.5 ms access
time drive with a data-transfer
rate of 44 Mbps.

Price of the new drive was an-
nounced at $1,795 (list). Now,
with Stacker 2.0, that probably
works out to approx. 2.2G or
$.81/M. Guess their market is
new owners of Windows 3.1 and
Word for Windows 2.0.

AMD surprizes nobody at all
As 486 chips due to arrive

Talk about blood — AMD is ex-
pected to announce their 486
chips before you read this. Real
queston isn’t if, but when, and
what will Intel’s waiting fleet of
attorneys do about it?

That's anyone’s guess. Intel
hasn’t been successful at stop-
ping AMD via litigation over
the 386 chips, and industry in-
siders expect a repetition on the
486 front. May make all that
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486" advertising a little silly if
the competition has them as
well. However, the legal war on
the 386 chips wasn’t dead at
time of this writing, so this
piece may wind up being a “lit-
tle silly” if AMD loses.

Another question is Chips &
Technologies and Dallas’ Cyrix
planned entrIy into the 386~ 486
competition later this year. Im-
pact of either coming into the
486 fray would certainly be in--
teresting frof.the user view-

point. .

The report in the Wall Street
Journal cited several reasons for
the shift, chief of which was
competition at the lower and
middle tiers of the Compaq
product lines where the Hous-
ton-based PC maker was lag-
ging in pricing and features.

Compagq is expected to address
this issue with a complete
revision of their product lines
from top to bottomover the
next year. .

N
hY

0O1d habits never die —
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Ventura 4.0 does finally
Ship - long after taking
Update $3% from users

Ventura’s Publisher 4.0 began
shipping in very late January.
Media reports say the upgrade
may be worth the $129, That's
nice.

But, thig is another sore point
with me — and lots of other
users — Xerox's Ventura sub-
sidiary began taking the
upgrade money well before the
product shipped. Xerox/Ven-

tura isn’t alone in this, they are
- Xerox boosts US Mail, just the most recent offenders.
Intel surprizes everybody — Irritation & competition ,
30 New 486 chips announced . : There is a bright spot here,
In a time when Microsoft, Bor- though. This Xerox subsidiary
With the P5 waiting in the wings land and WordPerfect are com- didn’t ask for the original pro-
: . ting to see how "friendly" am disks with the upgrade.
Intel pulled out the big-bore in fhey Gan make upgrades to BT
January and February to "shot- their products, Xerox seems to ,
gun" the competition (read that be focused on playing a "con- Micrografx doesn’t score

as AMD & Chips & Tech-
nologies) with 30, count ’em, 30
new 486 chips. I think that may
bring the total of 486 chip varia-
tions from Intel close to 50.

Also lurking in the wings is the
widely-rumored “P5" chip (as-
sumed to be the 586 in hiding)
supposedly “due for release" in
June or July. No specs — just
rumors so far, but the rumors
strongly point to increased use
of RISC technology to enhance
chip performance well beyond
that displayed by the 486.

A real screamer 586 chip would
really put a massive kink in the
competition at the PC high end -
- and probably put a kink or
two in the workstation arena.

Even more blood —
Compagq declines
As PC sales drop

Compagq reported a 51% drop
in fourth-quarter profits in
1991. This resulted from a 13%
decline in sales over the
quarter. Untl this year Compaq
had been seen by the industry
as the golden company that
could do no wrong.

trarian” role.

I have an early version of Gray
F/X, a superb grayscale editor
written by Media Cybernetics
and sold to Xerox at the end of
its Beta test cycle. | know Gray
F/X has been improved and,
eager to get the latest version, I
phoned Xerox for upgrade
details. (Upgrades are positive
cash flow — why did I have to
phone Xerox and not the other
way around?)

Got the info. Price was
reasonable. But ... Xerox wanted
the original Gray F/X program
disk returned with the com-
pleted renewal form and a
cashier’s check. Original pro-
gram disk? Cashier’s check?
They’ve got to be kidding!

I went through this garbage
with the Ventura Gold (3.0)
upgrades, and nearly switched
to Aldus Pagemaker because of
it. I know there are other grays-
cale editors out there, several of
which may be better than Gray
F/X. This policy makes them
start looking quite attractive.
Don’t know if that's what
Xerox really wanted, though.

13

PR coup in 3.1 upgrade

Gosh, I must really be feeling
grouchy! Micrografx touched a
sore nerve in December with
their upgrade to Designer 3.1
(?3.1A7). Among the entice-
ments to upgrade were a lot of
Adobe Type 1 fonts that came
with the package.

I really wanted more (and
more) fonts, and I like Desigrer.
There were some improvements
to several of the Designer
modules that would have
prompted the upgrade anyway,
but the fonts were irresistible.
Figured out the cost and mailed
them my check.

Well, ] didn’t quite figure cor-
rectly since I missed, in a ve
small typeface, the $10 shipping
and handling charge.
Micrografx sent my check back
and requested another in the
“correct” amount.

Not a good move. Really small-
time.
What Micrografx should have

done was either (1.) “eat" the
handling charge since their

spokesperson agreed it was real-
»
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ly small type and a lot of

Hallman’sreplacementbythe
people had complained about

Troika was seen by several

Back to GUI, Windows
And big, fast monitors

this, or (2.) send the upgrade
and an invoice for the dif-
ference. I still wanted the type
fonts, but had to struggle with
my anger at Micrografx to pay
the extra charge.

Growing Microsoft escipes
PC industry gloom and doom .
Record earnings announced

This ought to make the FTC
investigators real happy.
Microsoft Corporation an-
nounced record profits for the
eighth quarter in a row last
month. One of the few PC-re-
lated companies that has
remained highly profitable
during a recession, Microsoft
did downplay the record earn-
ings.

What was more interesting,
was a slightly later an-
nouncement that reported the
exit of Microsoft’s (current)
President, Michael Hallman.
Mr. Hallman will be replaced
by a trolka composed of
Steven Ballmer, Michael
Maples and Francis Gaudette,
reporting directly to
Microsoft Chairman, William
Gates, 1IL

This is billed as part of the
most current reorganization
taking place among the cor-
ridors of Microsoft’'s Red-
mond, WA, headquarters.

mediasourcesasrecognition of
defactooperational patternsal-
ready inplayat Microsoft.

According to the Wall Street
Journal article in January,
decision to allow Mr.
Hallman-to seek personal
growth elseéwhere was made
by Chairman -Gates over the
Christmas holidays.

N

Tandy gives a shot at
Superstore operation

Tandy corporation announced
that it will begin construction
of a 160,000 square-foot
"Super Store" in Oregon. Site
for the Goliath will be in Wil-
sonville, Oregon, a suburb of
Portland.

Although not quite as large
as some other mega-retail
stores, Tandy believes this
will be possibly the largest
site devoted to electronics
alone. Tandy plans to sell
computers, programs, books,
televisions, radios and ap-
liances. The Dallas Morning
ews added “almost anything
imaginable that can be
plugged into a wall socket.”

We’ve heard of starting small
and growing large, but where
does starting huge Jead?

JULIA KELLY
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Biggest new wave may be
high-speed graphics boards.
Lots of Windows users have
been complaining about

“slow" graphics with Windows
3.0, particularly in high-resolu-
tion modes.

Wondering around Comdex,
that didn’t seem to be a prob-
lem, though. An awful lot of
these machines were running
Windows on PC’s equipped
with so-called windows-ac-
celerator graphics boards.
Whose boards?, you may ask.

Saw a lot of Number 9 boards,
otherwise unidentified, being
used with large, high resolu-
tion monitors. Also saw a num-
ber of Hercules Graphics Sta-
tion Gold cards being used.
Dropped by Hercules’ booth
and saw their line of TI
TMS34010 graphics cards rang-
ing i{/\vprice from $495 to $795,
and Windows 3.0 capable.
(That means Hercules actually
had Windows 3.0 and 3.1
drivers available.)

Among the most interesting
were the Rapix graphics
boards billed as “The ultimate
VGA Accelerator." A product
of Hornet Technology Corp. of
Placentia, CA, the Rapix line
features a Weitek 5086
graphics accelerator chip,
Phoenix View and addition of
the CEG (Continuous Edge
Graphics) RAMDAC intro-
duced by Edsun in 1990.

Homnet showed the usual
software display speed tests
which were interesting, but
non-informative. (Who carries
around an accurate stopwatch
at a trade show like Comdex?)

The Rapix did look very fast,
and it was priced somewhat

below the boards it appeared
to be easily beating.

Reagan a
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DENINGS

News and meeting notes of Special Interest Groups

Material for this column should be sent to K.B. barton, SIG Coordination,
before the 10th day of each month. .

ACT! SIG

We announced the possibility of form-
Ing an ACT! SIG at the Pebruary 8th
NTPCUG Business Meeting. The
response was very encouraging. It
appears many people are using ACT!
and are all interested in learning to
use it more effectively.

For those who haven’t heard of it,
ACT! is a contacts management
goftware package which is used by
sales people and others to help keep
track of their clients, appointments,
and other scheduling needs. It is fair-
ly easy to use but, like most sophisti-
cated software, working with others
like we will in our SIG will help all.of
us use ACT! more effectively.

We will announce program topics as
they are arranged gver the ne)?t few
weeks. We hope to get the manufac-
turer representatives to show the
product as other software companies
do their products.

If you are interested, or have ideas on
how we can all be most useful to
each other, please fee] free to call me
at 214-423-7585. Thanks.

Mike Hill

Alpha Four SIG

At the January NTPCUG meseting 17,
Interested persons gathered with
Timothy Carmichael in an effort to
see if there would be enough interest
to form an Alpha Four SIG. After
some gentle coaxing and encourage-
ment from Timothy, the attendees
decided that there was plenty of inter-
est and enthusiasm for “taking that
first stepl” Before the meeting was
over, Michael Moore and Ron Jackson
volunteered to begin as SIG leader
and Assistant SIG leader, respective-
ly. Mac McKeethen and Mike
Momen voluntecred to assist in any

capacity as heeded. So we are off to
a good start! \

Our next meeting in February was
spent getting to Enow what we as a
group would want in the way of

rograms, technical assistance and
networking” etc. A quick canvassing
of those in the audience revealed that
there is good diversity in the interests
and talents of the group. There was a
consensus of opinfon that our meet-
ings should be scheduled for 11:00
AM,, if possible. However, the
February meeting was held at 1:00
P.M. because of insufficient time for
coordinaton. Check the information
boards at the next "Super Saturday”
to see if the time has changed.

All Alpha Four users ... come on out
and let’s get started|

Mac McKeethen

Assembler SIG

Our February meeting featured
Glynn Brooks with a continuation of
his January talk on PC keyboard
programming.

Our March meeting will feature a dis-
cusslon of the ASM code used in the
Standard Library and generated by a
variety of C compilers, with special
emphasis on the ASM string func-
tons.

Some of the standard library code is
very good Assembler. Looking to see
you all there.

Frank Cavallito

CAD SIG

Our February meeting featured an in-
formative presentation by Mike Firth
on Generic CADD. During the next
several months we have plans in the
making for more such demos to in-
clude DesignCAD, CAD-CAM with
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robotics and even an AutoCAD
presentation to be held in the
auditorium. We hope if you have a
special interest in a specific CAD
package that you will come to our
next meeting and share that interest
with us.

At our next meeting we will be dis-
cussin% CAD VS. manual drafting. Is
manual drafting faster? Some people
seem to think so. This is a question
that faces us today. It was presented
to me In a recent discussion with fel-
low students. There were some excel-
lent points brought forward and I feel
they should be shared with all of us.

My special thanks to K.B. Barton for
arranging for a new room. This now
gives us the time needed to set up
and break down equipment vital for
our demos.

[ am looking forward to seeing all of
you at our March meeting.

Bill Sephton

Communications SIG

Our February meeting included a
demo of Carbon Copy+ by Charles
Jacobus (re-scheduled from Decem-
ber). Based on a room full of atten-
dees, it was obvious that there was a
lot of interest on the topic of remote
control of PC’s, which is Carbon
Copy’s forte. Thanks Chartes for
coming through with a great presenta-
tion,

Our March meeting will be centered
around the introduction of new BBS
software for our own club bulletin
board. The software chosen is TBBS.
We will do our best to show you why
you will really like it over the older
software package, We are hoping to
have several representatives from the
NTPCUG BBS Committee on hand to
answer any questions you may have.
Please plan to attend and bring any
other communications related ques-
tions that you may have. We'il do
our best to pull you out of the fog.

Bill Green and Doug Gorrie

C++ SIG

In February, we were fortunate to
have a last-minrute change of plans.
Randy Haben of Borland (who dis-
cussed Borland’s database strategies
in the main meeting) was kind
enough to stick around, and present
some of Borland’s new products that
»
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are of interest to programmers, He
spent most of his time on Object-
ision, with a brief demo of Turbo

C++ for Windows squeezed in at the
end. [told him to a lively and
opinionated audience, and ! den't think
he went away disappointed. Many
thanks to Randy for an enlightening
presentation on very short notice.

Since the February presentation
preempted our plans for a question
and answer s&ssion, we'll move it
back to March." Be sure to bring your
toughest problems, and your most ex-
treme opinions ~ we’ll have time for
all of ‘em.

Kent Cobb’and Tom Cook

DOS SIG

Rumors and more rumors about DOS
5.1. Sharp-eyed participants at the
recent (Pebruary, 1992) demonstra-
tion of Word for Windows 2.0 may
have seen a little more than a great
word processor for the GUT environ-
ment. ~

~

1f you watched the reboot done
toward the end of the demonstration,
you should have seen some very in-
teresting CONFIG.SYS items fly by.
Yes, the Microsoft folks admitted
{crowed) that it was Windows 3.1,
but there may have been a little some-
thing else there as well.

Nuff said.

Well, not really. What was Windows
3.1 and what could have been DOS
5.17 May really be hard to tell the dif-
ference in the future since so many of
the features are rumored to be one
and the same as Microsoft begins
moving the two products toward
each other. 50 where’s IBM? Wasn't
0S§/2 2.0 supposed to be running on
something other than a VCR or 35
mun slide projector by this time?

We'll continue to look at DOS 5.0 and
DR DOS 6.0 for the meantime, in ab-
sence of more concrete an-
nouncements from Microsoft, IBM
and Novell/DRI. Goed subject for
March will continue to be making the
current DOS product(s) perform the
way they were intended. That will in-
clude the general Q & A session at

the terminal side of the meeting.

Reagan Andrews

General Genealogy and
PAF SIGs

Because of numerous requests to put
this type of article in the Newsletter,
this month’s write-up gives the proce-
dures for GEDCOMing PAF data to
Brother's Keeper (BK) and printing
out a report (with refinement of the
data before printing as an option).
(Due to space lfmitations, “CGEDCOM
PAF DATA" willibe included in the
April issue. Editor)

A) Sanford

LAN'SIG S

Last month we had a rousing session
given by Ron Ogden, the local Busi-
ness Development Manager for Ar-
tisoft. Thanks, Ron, for an excellent
presentation of Lantastic. The “little
RAMs" are cute, the tee shirts fit (if
you're the right size), and the caps
glow in the dark. Between Ron’s live-
ly presentation and the many ques-
tions asked, there was no chance of
any of us dozing off!

During the March LAN SIG session
we will have a time for general dis-
cussion led by Francis Bright. Bring
your questions and see if anyone else
has the right answers. Bring your
answers and see if anyone else asks
the right questions, Comments, obser-
vations, and industry rumors are also
allowed.

See ya’ there at 10am.
Bernje VanRoekel

Paradox SIG

The Paradox SIG has had a good run of
programs of late. Overall | would rate
1991 much improved over the previous
year.

1992 has started out well too, with an
excellent January “walk on” program
iven almost extemporaneously by
é}ry Jensen, co- owner of Data Works
of Houston, a Paradox consulting firm.
He is the author of two Paradox related
books, "PAL Made Easy”, (Os-
borne/McGraw-Hill), and "Paradox 3.5
User’s Instant Reference”, (Sybex).

Cary gave a good demo and described

in detail a Paradox Function Library he

calls "Copytools”. These functions

greatly enhance the Paradox user’s
roductivity when designing Paradox
orms and Reports.
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The real high point of his visit was
his generous donation of the com-
plete Copytools function library to
the NTPCUG for distribution as a
Disk Of The Month. The disk was
rushed to delivery and was avallable
at the DOM table for the Febru
meeti.n%. Thanks again to the DOM
Squad for the quick service.

February’s SIG meeting was deferred
to the main meeting presentation,
which was conducted by Borland.
The Borland presentation gave a
preview of Paradox for Windows and
provided a future view of things to
come from Borland in the database
arena. Things continue to look very

ositive for the future of Paradox.

ith the new GU], improved net-
work performance, and greatly en-
hanced functionality, Paradox looks
like a sure bet to maintain the lead
position in the desktop and network
database market. The future looks
even brighter as more and more inter-
operability will be built Into future
releases,

{ fear that my time has been some-
what dominated by the new

NTPCUG BBS implementation; so
have not lined up a program for the
March meeting at this time. Right
after Greg Kane volunteered for Assis-
tant SIG Leader, he got married, and

[ haven’t seen him since! Talk about
taking up your spare time! Well, a be-
lated, congratulations Greg.

Fred Williams

Personal Users SIG

This Special Interest Group (SIG) is
for youl... if you consider yourself
any of the following: ... a novice... a
new PC owner... a beginner with
PC’s... a person curious about PCs...
a spon-to-be PC owner... a personal
(versus professional) PC user... or... a
PC user needing to review some “fun-
damentals”.

We offer sixteen (16) indlvidual,
stand-alone classes covering the “fun-
damentals of personal computers.”
Four classes are offered at each
monthly meeting of the North Texas
PC Users Group (2nd or 3rd Saturday
on the 7th (loor of the Infomart in
Dallas). After four monthly meetings
(covering four classes each), we take
a month off and then the entire 16-
class curriculum is begun again. The
classes are presented in numerical se-
quence, but you can take them in any
»
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sequence convenient to your personal
schedule.

The classes always start each month
(except our month off) at 9:00 AM,
10:00 AM, 12:00 Noon, and 1:00 pm.
Since each class is a "stand- alone”...
i.e. self-contained and NOT requiring
any other classes as prerequisites...

you can begin attending at any time .

convenient to your other prioritles
and schedule, In dddltion to receiving
Informative instruction from people
very knowledgeable in their field and
class toplc, you also receive a set of
handout notes for each class, to allow
u later review. There are no
omework assignments, no pres-
sures, no tests, and no dumb ques-
tions. You don't even have to be a
member of the NTPCUG before you
attend... ALTHOUGH YOUR ARE
ENCOURAGED TO JOIN NTPCUG

AND VOLUNTEER YOUR TALENTS.

This 16-class curriculum of PC fun-
damentals {s specifically designed to
be the kind of learning experience
you always wished existed... where
you are accepted just as you are, and
where you can gain knowledge
without the hassles... and best of all...
the classes are FREE!

Joln us as we learn and review "THE
RUNDAMENTALS."

The four classes for March 1992 will
be:

8:00 AM  clasa 5.2 Fixed DiskDlrectories,

Baich Fites and Paths
10:00 AM class 6.2DOS Menu Systems on
Fixed Digks
12:00 PM class 7 2Fundamentals of
LOTUS 123
1:00 PM  class 6.2 Fundamentals of the
"BASIC" Language

Bob Presley

PRO SIG March

Charles Sullivan did an excellent job
Elreser\ting "Getting to know ADA".

e convinced many of those present
that C++ was out and ADA was the
language of the future. For a change,
the SIG was conducted on a very
professional level. At least until Kent
Cobb who had been sitting in the
back row asked, “How many of you
knew that ADA spelled backwards is
stll spelled ADA?" Well, it beats

seeing Mr. Ed videos [ﬁlayed back-
ward. For this and other Interesting
discoveries, stop by the Pro SIG.

Jim Hoislngton

Quicken SIG

News from the February meeting:
Billy Pitts fielded questions about
uses of Quicken for personal, small
business and Investment applications.
Surprisingly, since Quicken was

" devised primarily as an @ccounting

program, many people are using it
for their investment needs as well.
Perhaps this is stretching the \
capabilities of the program beyond
it's excellent handling of bank,
savings, credit union and mutual
fund accounts, but just what the pro-

‘gram can do and what it can’t do is

what we're after.

So, as we progress through various
topics as bank accounts, accounting
categories, cash and credit cards, we
will reach a discussion of investment
accounts. Certainly, I would like to
explore further the report capabilities
which are marvelous for summariz-
ing what went where and many of us
are interested in business uses.
Please offer your expertise in these
areas.

In one of the later meetings, we hope
to have a Quicken representative ad-
dress the 5.0 upgrade, the transfer
utility and how far Quicken is willing
to go to accommodate {nvestment
tracking.

Some interest has been shown for a
telephone or bulletin board exchange
to help with problems. There has
been a suggestion that those of you
who wish to exchange information
may want to make their telephone
number available to the SIG. At the
March meeting, you will have a
chance to express your opinions on
the subject.

Jo Johnston

Spreadsheet SIG

A representative from the local Bor-
land office will be giving a presenta-
tion on Quattro Pro 4 and Quattro
Pro for Windows. If your interested
in learning more about the new fea-
tures in Quatiro Pro 4, read this
month's Cells & Ranges column. The
product is packed with a lot of great
features, especially in the graphics
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area. You will definitely want to at-
tend this SIG meeting to get an up-
close and personal look at Borland’s
new spreadsheet products.

Betty Brooks

Spreadsheet Developer’s
SIG

The Spreadsheet Developer's SIG’s
usual format includes a SIG member
giving a 20-minute presentation
about a tp or technique they have
been using. This follows in the
philosophy of the SIG, where we all
participate and share questions,
problems and ideas. The remaining
time is spent on interactions between
SIG members. Remember, if you are
stuck on a particular problem with
your macros, etc., this SIG is where to
come for help. There is nsually lots
of sharing of questions and answers,

The SIG member planning to give a
short presentation at the March meet-
ing is Rick Beach who works for
Ocean Spray.

Betty Brooks

Unix Sig

Well, what do you know. It's one of
those rare occasions when [ actually
get to write this after the monthly
meeting. Such events happen much
too infrequently to let pass. Sol
guess [ had better get on the ball and
write something.

At the February meeting 1 gave an in-
troduction to the vi editor (sometimes
called “the Editor from Hell"). This
editor is supplied with UNIX so it is
the one editor that you can count on
finding on any UNIX machine. Some

eople love it, other hate it. | happen
& Llie it while Jim would rather }L)l}s):
Emacs. The main complaint | have
heard is that it is easy to forget which
mode you are in. I don’t have too
much trouble with that (but then I
know about the showmode option).
However [ da forget if I have Caps
Lock on which can be just as much of
;Froblem. But it still remains my

itor of chotce (in fact I'm using a

DOS version of it to write this).

In March I will continue with the dis-
cussion of vi. I will talk about using
tag files, macros and using regular ex-
pressions.

Doug Scott

»
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Word SIG

The February demonstration of Word
for Windows 2.0 was super.
Microsoft showed the new product at
its best, and with a sense of humor as
well.

But, there are still some nagging ques-
tions that were left unanswered at the
demonstration¥=Cne of which we’ll
address in the Word SIG for March —
those things easily done in the DOS
roduct that are hard to accomplish
Fif ssible) in the Windows version
of MS Word. Exampie Is the use of 0-
width frames to Incorporate
transparent graphics images with text.

This is a significant feature in Word
5.0 for adding logos, letterheads, bor-
ders and other graphical matter to
text documents rapidly and painless-
ly. We'll demenstrate this technique
at the March SIG Meeting using both
TIFF and BPS graphics. We'll also
look at flowing text around (and
through) a frame using the same._tech-
niques to produce more interesting
gage designs for newsletters and
rochures.

The March Word SIG Meeting will
end with the usual Q & A session to
look at day-today problems users are
encountering in making optimum use
of their PC’s and word-processing
software.

Reagan Andrews

WordPerfect SIG

Ever needed to use the trademark
symbol or a fraction in a document
but could not figure out how to do it?

These special symbolic characters,
called "dingbats”, have to be created.
You can create SOME of these
dingbats by using the Compose fea-
ture of {Ctr])2 (not (F2)). After press-
ing these two keys (you won’t see
any prompt), type the two characters
you want to use to create a new, total-
ly different character.

Compose a slash and a 2 to get the
1/2 symbol. Compose a slash and a
4 for 1/4. Combine an e and the ac-
cent to get the correct character for

rsum. Get a variety of bullets using
two asterisks, an asterisk and a

od, an asterisk and a capital O
not zero), or with a lower case O.

Not just any two characters can be
composed. You have to know which
will work and which wilf not. A capl-
tal L and a dash gives you a British
Pound but a lower case | does noth-
ing. i

To insert a character in WP51 for Win-
dows, choose the WP Characters Op-
tion found under Font. A window
with several options appears. Click
on the Set that's listed (it will probab-
ly say ASCII) and scroll through the
list. When you find the dingbat.you
need, click on it to highlight it. Then
click on the Irisert (or Insert and
Close) option. It will be positioned at
the point of the cursor.

There’s much more to the Compose
feature than is mentioned here. For
instance, you can use keystrokes
known as the Literal feature. But
we’ll expound on that another time.

In response to the questionnaires you
have filling out, we have lots of
ammo to send your way. From the
basics of quick cursor movement and
formats to advanced graphics.
Taking two of the topics from the
moast wanted list, we’ll concentrate on
formats and labels for our March
meeting. Even if you're familiar with
these topics, we may have some
tricks up our sleeve that can get you
even more productive. As always,
bring your Q & A’s on any topjcs.
We always have a computer handy
for particularly complex problems.
Bring the problem on a 3" diskette
and we'll look at it after class time.

Oh, by the way. Have you figured
out how to create the trademark sym-
bol? Compose T and M. Don't be
concerned that it shows up as a
"plug” on the screen (for non-Win-
dows users only). When you print or
view it, you really will have a
trademark symbol.

Lori Qunn
MS Works SIG
January
The first meeting of the MS Works

SIG was well attended and many
topics were explored. Ralph Logan
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sllgned on as backup for Mike Pirth
SIG Leader and a total of 20 people
signed the roster. Besides belng inter-
ested in Microsoft Works, people also
had AppleWorks, Works for the Mac,
Works tor Windows and Lotus
Works, which are programs that deal
with simllar tasks in different ways.
Early topics in the meeting were com-
parisons of the various products
people had used and the relatlonship
of other Microsoft products, such as
Word and Excel, to Works. Also, fea-
tures added and missing in the Win-
dows version of Works were dis-
cussed. Other topics covered briefly
included graphs in word processing,
templates, saving files the first time
and with a new name, and columns.

February

Nearly thirty people attended the
February meeting of the Works SIG.
We do not yet have a computer that
wil! take the overhead projector, but
we are working on it. We did have a
computer with both Works for Win-
dows and DOS available. Five of
those attending indlicated they have
Works for Windows, most with DOS
Works also.

Topics explored in the meeting in-
cluded: Loading files automatically
when Works is started and making a
backup copy of the MACROS.INI file
(after I lost mine during the month).
We discussed Lotus Works and how
it differed from MS Works and con-
tinued the discussion as the overall
features of Works and compares with
1-2-3, Word, and Works for Win-
dows. We discussed the directory
structure of files with respect to the
WORKS directory; | have my files as
sub-directory of WORKS. We noted
thar Works must be started from the
WORKS directory. We explored the
differences between selecting a work-
Ing range before dolng a command
(ag Works does) and sﬁelecting the
range after the command is stepped
through (as AppleWorks does — we
have 5 or 6 former users of Apple-
Works, including me.) We also spoke
about convertin§ jmported data, in-
cluding a downloaded list, so prices
could be used.

Mike Firth
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- an eclectic collecion of spreadsheet information

by Betty Brooks

Quattro Pro 4.0 is going to escalate the
*$preadsheet wars|

[ have had a chance to work with a beta copy of
Quattro Pro 4.0 and am very impressed with the new
features Borland has added. In this article I'll relate
as many of these features to you as space allows. By
the time you read this, the product should be ship-
ping or close to being ready.

This DOS based spreadsheet is looking more and
more like a windows product, espedally since there
is a SpeedBar which acts like the Smartlcon bar in
1-2-3 for Windows., The SpeedBar is the former
mouse palette all grown up and s easier to look at,
use and customize. The SpeedBar options change
when you go into edit mode; giving you a new set of
options more appropriate to the editing environment,
such as access to 2 menu of @function names, macro
command words, a list of block names, the mathe-
matical function keys (+,-,/ %, etc.), the absolute key
and the calc key. Using the SpeedBar with the mouse
can save you going through several layers of menus.
The default SpeedBar has the cursor keys (which act
like you have first hit the end key and then the direc-
tional arrow) for fast movement around the spread-
sheet. There are also buttons for erase, copy, move,
style, align, font, insert, delete, fit, sum, format, char-
acter mode, and wysiwyg mode. The sum button
works like the ones in 1- 2-3/W and Excel in that
they sum the nearest column or row. If you have
designated a block, then it will sum the row or
column in the block. The sum button gives the sum
of the best guess or it allows you to tell it which
block, so this is a versatile function. Borland has
called this function TurboSum. The character mode
and wysiwyg mode buttons are a quick way to move
between the two different display modes.

Borland has added the convenience of dialog boxes
to several of the menu choices. The most obvious
area of imcﬁrovement with this feature are the graph
menus such as graph customize. Now you can have
a screen with all your options in a dialog box which
marks the current choices as well as showing all the
alternative choices. The mouse is easily used to
make changes to several different options in each of
the dialog boxes. I find it very helpful to be able to
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see a list of all the choices on the screen at once for
things like fill patterns and color. It makes figuring
out your choices much easier. Another place where I
like seeing all my options on screen at once is in the
print layout menu and this, too, has been added to
Quattro Pro 4.

All spreadsheets allow insertion and deletion of rows
and columns, but now you can insert and delete
blocks in this new version of Quattro Pro. [ tried

,deleting a block of data from the middle of a chart
+ et up in one of the sample files that comes on the

-disks. I did not delete the row of sums at the bottom

of the block, just to see what the effect would be.
The bottom row of sums was moved up to replace
the top parh of the block that was deleted and the
blank area under was also moved up to fill in the
area deleted. The sums, by the way, turned into
ERR’s which is just what you would expect. The in-
formation to the left and right of the deleted area was
not changed. This new function could prove to be
quite useful to ﬁOple who develop spreadsheets and
then need to change parts around without affecting
other areas. If ] had chosen to insert an area into the
spreadsheet, the existing block of data in the target
area would be moved down to accommodate the
new data. The movement down and up with the in-
sert and delete related to the fact that I had chosen
Insert/Delete Block-Rows rather than Block-Column
in the menu. The movement would have been
horizontal instead of vertical had 1 chosen Block-
Column in the Insert/Delete menu.

When [ create block names in my spreadsheets and
for macros, [ sometimes end up with a long list of
names which, later on, become less meanin; as to
why they exist. Borland has added a feature which
allows you to add notes to your block names. These
notes can be up to 71 characters long, just long
enough to give you a reminder of the use for the
block name. If you create a block name table, the
notes will also be listed, which helps with documen-
tation of your spreadsheet, This js a feature which I
could have used a long time ago. Some of my
spreadsheets and the macro programs with them
have hundreds of block names. Since they were
created over a period of time, even with using
“meaningful names", I could use a few reminders of
their use via notes.

Several times [ have received calls from new spread-
sheet users who set their databases up vertically in-
stead of horizontally, then wanted to be able to sort
the columns. Untl now, this has not been possible
and I had to tell them to transpose their database so
the records were on rows instead of in columns.
Quattro Pro 4 allows sorting of columns as well as
the usual row sorting, There are a lot of applications
where this new feature will prove to be very useful,
especially in tables of data where you might have a
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matrix of information, but want to change the order
of the columns.

One of the reasons people are using products like
Baler, the spreadsheet compiler, is that they do not
want other users to destroy the formulas in the
spreadsheet. When an application has been created
for another user, the developer is always concerned
about the user accidentally deleting or changing one
of the underlying formulas. The new version of
Quattro Pro has an option which allows password

protection of the formulas. Once the formula protec::
tion has been enabled, the user can not copy, move or-

edit the formulas. This isa very welecome additon!

Sometimes there is a need to be able to copy just the
contents or Just the formatting of a block of cells to
another part of the spreadsheet. This is possible in
the windows spreadsheet products, but until now
was not a feature of any of the DOS products. Bor-
land has added this ability to Quattro Pro 4. I can
think of many times [ could have used this feature in
the past during spreadsheet development, so it will
be well used in the future.

Like the wysiwyg mode in 1-2-3, Quattro Pro will
now allow you to pre-select a block and then indicate
several different operations to be performed. This is
very useful when you want to apply several different
formatting features to the same block. It saves a lot
of time and helps you to be more accurate since you
do not have to keep re-selecting the block for each
different menu sequence.

The help features now allow you to hit the F3 (name)
key after hitting the F1 for help. The F3 key will
bring up an alphabetical list of help topics. You can
then scroll through the list, highlight the desired
topic and press enter to read the related help screens.

As would be expected from a product which already
has great graphics features, there are quite a few new
enhancements to graphing. There is a new graph
type called bubble graphs which lets you float bub-
bles of relative sizes in an XY graph. The bubbles
vary in size according to additional series which
helps compare data points by their position and rela-
tive size. Analytical graphing, where you can
analyze data according to your specifications and
graph the results without making changes in the ac-
tual spreadsheet, is a major enhancement to Quattro
Pro 4. There is a sample data spreadsheet included,
which has daily data on it. This data can be graphed
according to weekly, monthly and other time periods.
You can also choose to show the data in an ag-
gregated period and by functions such as sum,
average and minimums, etc. The new analyzing fea-
tures allow you to do moving averages, linear fits,
exponential fits, weighted averages and more. You
can now show multiple relationships in one graph
like the average sales and the maximum sales over a
weekly series in the time period, which was entered

March 1992

as daily on the actual spreadsheet. This is an impres-
sive move ahead in the graphics capabilities for any
spreadsheet. While you are viewing a graph, you can
also zoom and pan into selected areas o? the graph
for a closer look at the data points,

There are a couple of additional analytical tools
added to Quattro Pro 4, There is a auditor feature
which allows you to trace the dependencies of the
cells in the spreadsheet. The Auditor is a welcome
addition, because it helps you find the root of a cir-
cular formula problem as well as some other com-

. mon errors in spreadsheets like reference to labels in

formulas, ete. 1 would like to see it Include a list of

". the spreadsheets formulas, too. Using the Auditor to
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list all the formulas is great for documentation pur-
poses. 'The dependency option even can display a
tree type description of the cells dependency path.
Also added is an Optimizer which allows you to find
the best solution for complex arithmetical problems.
The Optimizer is in addition to the Solve For feature
already in past versions of Quattro Pro. It replaces
the Advanced Math Optimization command in the
earlier versions and allows you to define and solve
complex nonlinear problems which may have muld-
ple variables and multiple constraints.

The new version of Quattro Pro allows you to create
and save a group of style attributes such as font, line
drawing, shading, alignment, data entry and numeric
format into a custom style. This proves very useful
when you are setting up a spreadsheet and want to
use the same types of features in many different
areas. Once the custom style is created and saved, it
can be applied to different areas of the spreadsheet,
edited and cleared from a block or removed from the
spreadsheet entirely. Bven though Quattro Pro has
quite a few numeric formats included in the core
product, you can now further customize the display
of numbers, dates and times. This is done in the
same manner as creating a style. You can do this in
Excel (notice the fact that it is once again a windows
product being copied). Borland has also added
newer, faster Bitstream fonts as the system default.
They can be discemned by the -SC at the end of the
name on the menu. [ noticed that when I used the
font button, 1 could now use the bold, underline and
italics attributes separately from the font size and
type description as in the past. This is something I
was very glad to see since it brings the function
closer to that of the wysiwyg in 1-2-3. | wish that
Borland would include a symbols font like the one in
1-2-3, since I have found many uses for those dingbat

symbols.

While on the topic of 1-2-3 files and wysiwyg, Bor-
land has included enhanced 1-2-3 compatibility by
supporting FMT and ALL file formats as well as WK3
files. This means your 1-2-3 3.x files and 2.x files and
all the formatting can now be read by Quattro Pro 4.
There are a few things not supported in this transla-
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Hon such as external graph files such as CGM and
PIC files that were embedded in the 1-2-3 FMT files.
But, on the whole the translation works fairly well. [
tried several of my more complicated wysiwyg files
and they looked ok. Harvard Graphics files are also
supported, but not the newest version, unfortunately.

The Network support enhancements allow you to

perform several network tasks without exiting Quat- .

tro Pro if you are working on a LAN running Novell
NetWare software. Since I have no networking here
in my home office, I can’t tell you anymore about it,
but the person who I spoke with at Borland was very
excited about the new network enhancements, so
they must be quite useful. According to the upgrade
guide, you can log on to network file servers and
map to volumes on those servers, print to print
queues, and run a print-queue monitor.

Printing is always a problem area for many people
using spreadsheets. Borland has added some addi-
tional enhancements in the area of printing which
hopefully will help users have fewer frustrations
with printing. There is now a fprint spooler which
will allow you fo get control of the computer back
sooner, while the printing operation goes on in the
background. There is a queue monitor where you
can check on the status of the print jobs and even
allows you some control over them. In wysiwyg
mode you can indicate the print block and page
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breaks onscreen. There are now more laserjet and
Canon font cartridges supported in this new version.

Last but not least, there is now support for add-in
@functions. There are two new @functions related to
these add-ins. They are @isaff and @isapp. The add-
in files have an extension of .QLL.

I have tried to discuss all the new features in Quattro
Pro 4 in this article and hopefully given you a feel for
the scope of them. The product scems to be very
"“rrobust even in the beta version and I think it will be
* a.big hit in the DOS spreadsheet market. The other
spreadsheets have their development work cut out
for them since all the new features are ones that users
will find ugeful in many situations. Some of the fea-
tures such as the column sort and block insert and
delete are things you will wonder how you ever did
without. I think from a spreadsheet application
developer’s point of view, the ability to protect the
formulas is the most important new feature, in Quat-
tro Pro 4, but it's hard to decide! You will definitely
want to get a closer look at this new product when it
is available on the market.

Betty a

Betty has a spreadsheet and databese consulting business called Records
& Ranges. She can be reached at 214-618-1608 ( 4312 Bragg Place,
Plano, TX 75024) if you have any questions or suggestions for this
column,

- -

The NTPCUG Is as non-profit ind

Membership Application
North Texas P

dent organization of individuals lumlng to apply
personal computers 16 practical problems. For addldonal information, call 214) 746-465%9.

Users Group, Inc.

Member #
Name: {Last) (Fisg
Addrass:
Chy: Sle: yi'd -
PHONE: {Check Prelerred Noj Home __ ( ) Melo?Y___ N_ _
Wok __( ) {Ext) Mom?Y__ N__
Occupaton/Profession,
Check one from eaxch clumn below:
Payment: Membershlp Classifiation: Application Status:
Cash _ Regular (24000 ___ New Member _
Check - Srudent (512.00) Rewnewal _—
Credit Card (ful) time with ID) Address Change ___

Applications ghould be malled to: North Texas PG Users Group, P.O. Box 780068, Dallas, TX 75376-0066
(Make checks payabte 10 NTPCUG)

Please Inita! here it you do nol wish 1o have your address Induded on member lists eold for
the NTPCUG's benefit to advedisers of IBM compatible products.
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..from the D O M Squad

Disks released at the January 1992 meeting.

Disk 689. AM-Tax 1991, 11/1891 — 1991 Tax Preparation
Software for the IBM Personal Compnter apd compatibles,
Copyright 1985-1991 by: AM SOFTWARE, P.O. Box 25010, Kan-
sas City, MO 64119.  Phone orders: (816) 426-8361. ’

AM-Tax is a software program designed to assist you In the
preparation of your 1991 federal tax return. There are several ver-
glans of AM-Tax, a shareware program and several advanced' ver-
slons of the registered p . This disk contains the shareware
version of AM-Tax. It can prepare a complete tax return consisting
of the Form 1040 and Schedules A, B, C, D, E, B R, and SE. Form
1040 cannot be filed as it comes from the printer (youll need to
trangfer the figures to an.offidal form 1040), but all of the other
Schedules print out in a format accepted by the IRS., For simple
tax situations, the shareware version may be all you need to use,
Registration to use this version s $20.

The advanced versions, called "Personal-1" ($40) and “Personal-2"
($65) and “Professional” ($125), support more additional forms
with each increase in cost, with support for printing a “fleable”
dot-matrix 1040 at the $40 level, and laser printer support ("T"
cartridge reg’) with the $65 and $125 packages.

AM-Tax {8 easy to learn since iK's designed around the Federal
1040. Supporting documents are accessed by pnesh:l? the F6 key
when you're on a llne calling for one of the schedules or forms
Included in the AM-Tax program. General-p worksheets are
also avallable to enhance your record keeping. Youll find many
other useful features after reading through this manual and trylng
the program.

HARDWARE REQUIREMENTS: IBM PC, XT, AT, P5/2 or com-

tible; DOS 2.0 or later; at least 220K of avaflable memory {up to

12K for advanced version); one 360K drive or hard drive (hard
drive required for the Professional version).

PWARNING**: This and other fax preparation programs should be
thought of as fast and semi-smart adding machines only. The IRS
will hold you responsible for all errors in your return, whether
mathematical or substantve. Reliance on a tax program will
probably not save you from penalties (including fraud) or interest
charges, if you claim some tax benefit you are not entitled to. Use
this and other tax programs for preliminary calculations and "what
Lf" scenarios to check the tax effects of or not making IRA
ocontributions, etc. Thoroughly check the instructions that the IRS
furnishes with each form to be sure that you are entitled to use the
form, and that the data is properly entered and that all adjust-
ments and limitations have been applied. Be sure that you are not
required to fill out additional forms or schedules not included in
this package. And manually check all calculations, and table
lookups to be sure that the Agures are cormect. There could always
be obscure errors that do not show up in trlal runs with sample
data. The prudent user would also check with AM SOFTWARE to
be sure that errors have not been discovered and Bxed after the
date of this software release.

This software was downloaded and donated by the author.
This review prepared by Mark Gruner, edited by Kathryn
Loafman(1/92).
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Disk 690, LHA 2.13, 7/91 ~ File Compression Utility, July 20,
1991 by Harnyasu Yoshizalki.

The purpose of a File Compression Utility is to minimize the
amounlofﬁceaﬂ]e\mﬂ!akeuponadjsk, or to minimize the
amount of time it will ke to upload or download a file. When
space gets REALLY tight on a DOM Disk, LHA is the utlity we
reach for.

This program Is the "Bditor’s choice” winner In the compresslan
software category In the "Best of 1991" PC Ma e issue (See
the Jan. 14, 1992 issue: Vol, 11, no. 1, p. 146,) The PC Magazine
review of version 2.12 this p appeared in the Oct. 15, 1991
Issue (Vol. 10, no. 17, p. 294, 316-317).

LHA will shrink a text Ble by a factor of 3; a spreadsheet, database,
and some graphics files by a factor of 6. This is an improvement
of 7 - 10 percent over PKZIP. LHA self-extracting files use a
module that takes up less than 2K{

LHA.EXE 2493 1s the new version of LH 1.13C. The name was
changed because Microsoft’'s DOS 5.0 has the interlor command
LH (for Load High).

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS - DOS 2.x or higher.

This software was downloaded from CompuServe by Kenneth
Loafman,

This review prepared by Kathryn Loafman, edited by
Kmnelhﬁnﬁmn (1/92).

Disk 691. JJB Scores Too, 11/91 ~ Student Information System
by John James Broderick, P.O. Box 551563, Dallas, TX 75355-
1563. (214)341-1635 Individual License Fee: $129.

A Gradebook program - and much more. Manages 8 classes, up to
50 students per class, and up to 60 assignments per class, Can
handle special needs such as ignoring lowest grade, grade not
averaged, extra credil, lates, Incompletes, automatic weighting, ex-
cused and unexcused absences, tardies, and alphabedc sorting.
Rosters can be imported, exported or transferred.

Several reports are avallable for individual students: assignments
with welghting and averages, incompletes, average computation
with total points, and complete gradebook history. Qlass reports:
average with total points, average with absences and tardies,
gradebook history, polnts for assignments and tests, and roster.
Classroom reports by student [D codes can be posted. Reports to
parents can interface with a standard word processor text ﬂ{:

The program is extremely friendly and can be used on a minimal
system, uging either floppy or hard disk. It can also be installed
on a network for sharing records among teachers. Site licenses are
avallable; cost is based on fotal enrollment. Help s always avall-
able using the F1 key. Help Is also displayed on the menu screen
far each }tem as it is hi ted. A tutorial can be accessed diredt-
ly from DOS by typing STT. The user can vary the speed of the
tutorial Functon keys are available for frequently needed opera-
Hons and pull-down menus for the varlous screens.

Other nice features Include ease of: error correction, addlng or
deleting students, adding assignments, and options for entering
grades as percentages, points, or letters. When entering or viewing
grades, the description of the grade (l.e. Weekly Quiz, or
Worksheet 3) is displayed as the column ls highlighted.

The source of this software was the author, John James Broderick

This review prepared by Virginia Saller, edited by
KathrynLoafman (1/92).
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Disk 692. Install-Pro 1.60,11/91 — Automated Installation Sys-
tem by DB/Soft Publishing Co., 3200 Truxel Road, #199,
Sacramento, CA 95833, Registration Fee: $32.50.

Install-Pro 1s an automated Installation system for software
developers. It's primary purpose Is to enable software developers
to quiddy develop installation programs and procedures for thelr
applications.

HARDWARE REQUIREMENTS~IBM PC/XT/AT with at least
200K of avallable memory, DOS 3.0 or higher, and CGA/Hercules
compatible monitor (EGA and VGA monltors will work properly.
The developer will also need a text editor to edit script files.

Install-Pro provides a professional look and feel, customized multi-
ple welcome screens, support for. up to 999 installation disks, sup-
glori for an uniimited installation files, support for split files, zip
e support, developer defined- directory- prompts, naming of in-
stalladon dlsks, run external commands to perform complex fune-
Hons not supp;‘:&d by Install-Pro, optional installaion com-
ponents, YVGA /EGA 50/43 line text mode support, and a whole lot
more. - -

If you need an installation module for any application or program
that you create, Install-Pro shoutd fit the bill.

This software was downloaded and donated by Mark Gruner.

This review prepared by Mark Gruner, edited by Kathryn
Loafman(1/92).

Disk 693. What’s In That Box?, 6/91 — Computer Tutorial, by
Jeff Napier, Another Company, P.O. Box 298, Applegate, OR
97530. Registration Fee: $3.00.

"What's In That Box?" is a really good tutorial about the workings
of a personal computer. The program covers many toples, and is
very easy to use.

The tutorial covers following subjects: introduction, a peek Inside,
motherboard, IC chips, bits and bytes, BIOS, disk drives, display
boards, monitor, and scan pattern. There Is also a section titled
“Catalog" which g a list of other software available from Another

Company.

Affer starting the program, all of the menu options ere shown at
the bottom of the sareen. The user moves through the screens one
by one, or can jump to a section by selecting the GOTO menu op-
Hon. The user can also change colors of the screen. The screens
are easy to read, but since they use graphles they cannot be printed
out by using the PrintScreen command.

HARDWARE REQUIREMENTS —IBM PC/XT/AT, PS/2 or com-
patible with at least one floppy disk and a color monitor.

This software was downloaded and donated by Mark Gruner.

This review prepared by Mark Gruner, edited by Kathryn
Loafman(1/92).
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HARDWARE REQUIREMENTS - IBM PC/XT/AT, FS/2, or com-
tible with at least 512X of RAM, color monitor, and DOS 2.1 or
er,
This software wag downloaded and donated by Mark Gruner.

This review prepared by Mark Gnoter, ediled by Kathryn
Loafman(1/92).

Disk 695AB. Men on Women, Women on Men, 11/91 — An
Electronic Book by Miero Computer Resources, Division MCR
Agency, Inc,, 6116 Merced Avenue, Box #81, Oakland, CA 94611,

."-‘.4 Registration Fee: $149.00 (special price of $99.00).

. 'Ma\ on Women, Women on Men is an electronic book that con-
- talng quotes and {deas about men, women, sexes, husbands, wives,

and love. Each of these subjects is broken down into elght sections
Including essence, oEposltes, Inslght, positive, negative, advice,
poetry/prose} and jokes. It s clever and enjoyable to read and
browse.

This electronic book was created by the ldea Savings Bank that
Includes a storage system for user to store paragraphs about a sub-

Ject, & reader to publish the books, and a tutorial (namely this pro-

gram). The Idea Savings Bank ls also avatlable for reglstraion.
This is a two disk set:

Disk A is Part One of Men on Women, Women on Man.

Disk B is Part Two; containing additional subjects such as Sex,
Counshlp, Marriage, Affairs, Divorce, Singles, Clothes,
Seauty, Age, Money, and Strife.

HARDWARE REQUIREMENTS — IBM XT/AT, PS/2 or compatible
with 640K RAM (525K must be free), DOS 2.0 of higher, and a hard
disk with at least 1.7M of avallable.

Thls sofiware was downloaded and donated by Mark Gruner.
This review prepared by Mark Gruner, ediled by Rathryn

Disk 694, Book Librarian 1.0, 12/91 — Book Database Manage-
ment, by Lemuel D. Turner, TurboSystemsCo, 3595 Canton
Road, Ste A9-268, Marietta, GA 30066, (404) 516-8575 Registra-
tlon Fee: $34.95 +§4.00 S/H.

Book Llbrarian is an easy lo use book database program that is

ideal for personal, professional, church, or business library. The

program basically becomes an on-line card catalog for your books,

magazines, and als. The dalabase supports catalogning fea-

;lu.n? such as ISBN number, author, title, subject, and a short memo
eld.

The database Includes 16 Information (database fields), seven fixed
formal reports, sel{—deslﬁned reports, context sensitive help, mouse
support, screen saver, browse and find features, good searching
capabllities, and can hold over 2 billlon titles depending on disk
space. Approximately 900 titles can fit on a floppy disk.

Loafman(1/92).
a —
DOM Mail Order Form
Mail to: NTPCUG, DOM Mail Order Specify disk slze:
P.O. Box 780066, 526" 36"
Daltas, TX 75378-0066 Q a
Disk No.  No. of disks Ttle/Description
TOTAL DISKS @$R00e2ch............ $
SHIPPING & HANDLING ® $1.00 for each 6 disks . . .. .. $
TOTAL AMOUNT FOR ORDER ]
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY, STATE, 2P
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HEC

Inside the North Texas PC Users Group Community

Connie Andrews

I would like to make a special plea to ALL our mem-
bers ... When you renew, PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE
study the application form carefully and take time to.

check off volunteer areas of interest that appeal to*.
you for the coming year — even if you checked them -

off the previous year.

We need your help and we'd like to call you. If you
check off a volunteer area on the current application
form, then your name will stay current on our volun-
teer rolls and will make its way to some of our folks
who are in need of your services. Sometime during
the year you will probably get a call from us asking
for your assistance.

If you don’t check off a volunteer area, you may get
dropped from our volunteer rolls and we’ll end up
missing your services. But, worst of all, you'll end

l

up missing the time of your life (or at least a very

good time). Ask Ralph, the sleeve-puller, or Paul, the

memo-person, or Chris, the ticket-pusher, or Judy, the

envelope-stuffer, or Randi, the phone/fax person, or
(

THANKS for taking the time to help out.

In this issue we are acknowledging volunteers listed
below whb served for the month of JANUARY (also,
DOM volunteers who served for DECEMBER). In
addition to those listed below, our officers, directors,
SIG coordinators and leaders, newsletter publisher,
editor, staff and writers, newsletter exchange, and
BBS SYSOP and staff are all volunteers; their names
are listed in other sections of this newsletter.

PLEASE remember to say thanks to our volunteers!

INFOMART Liaison Peyton Weaver (Anchor} Karen Harkness Charles Amy
Stuart Yarus Paul Willlams (Anchor) Kent Haven Ralph Beaver
Pat Henley . Charjes Carter
BBS Champlons « Disk of the Month (DOM) Ka Loafman Shawn Dunn
Fred Willlams (for December & January): Jerry Stone Kathryn Loafman
Doug Gorrle Kenneth Loafman
DOM Desk Crew: Shift Supervisors: Virgina Salter
Vendor Setup/Breakdown Joe A. Allen Joe A- Allen Brenda Templet
Kenneth Breedtove Charles Amy Charles Cashion
Michael Griffin Mike Ashley udy Griffiths DOM Desk Scheduler:
Homer Glascock Roy Bales b Karleback Charles Cashion
Richard Rushing ph Beaver Kent Haven (much extra Kathryn Loafman
David Slavik (Anchor) Robert Berder duty)
Stan Berlin Pat Henley Disks-for-Review Manager-
Presentation/Equlpment Setup Ken Branscone (extra duty) Nancy en Howard Hamllton
and Breakdown Jum Brunke Vlirginia Salter
Timothy Carmichael Gene Carleton Disk Production:
Chris Jung Charles Cashion Inventory and Take-Down Kathryn Loafman
Christopher Carmichael Jay Chambliss Crew: Kenneth Loafman
Bill Chambllss
Informadon/Reglstration Booth {‘t;d Grffiths
Harvey Andra - nchn Howard Harkniss 4 UNTEER INFORMA
arve w3 oW
(A[r)\choryextra ;iliu )) KK:ren Harkn&s;s ugixtra duty) VoL ER 0 TION
janne Amo t H tra
Dnne Amold S onor) dugy o & 1 Via BRS: (2141387-2751, (214)387-2752 or (214)263-0036
ph Beaver (Anchor) Pat Henley (extra duty) {metro). Sign up on the Voluntear Conference - make the sub-
Randi Boucher Bob Karteback ject matter your area of interesL
(Anchor/Scheduler) Kathryn Loafman : Slgn up at the Information Booth or DOM
Martin Chartler N den 2 Mtingday .
Loyce Coolidge Boal;‘?'ogg Booth to work those areas in a coming mon
Ba Frdd Chnchon) 5] st A
aul o ¥ u Audltorium Presantations
Rick Griffith (Anchor) Elaine ggﬂ hens .
Judy Griffiths g(l_xtmcl*n)r) Jarydsmx ‘ Timathy Carmichael 6681-4626 (W)
Allan Harbaugh (Anchor) Brenda Templet DOM Booth Actlvities
Hank Holt (Anchor) Oscar Tyler -
David Huckabee (Anchor) Claude Walston Bil Drissal 2646850 (n)
EaXds Bob DOM Software Review
Wade Maytield With Spedal Thanks to: Howard Harmilton 8445723 (N
ude McClure (Anchor)
Raymond Reyes (Anchor) Set-Up Crew: G anaral Infarmation
Pat Sims ]a& Chambliss Connie Andrews 828-0609 (h)
Connle Testa (Statistician) Bill Chambliss
Bverett Turner (Anchor) Mark Gruner
Howard Harkness \.
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Meetings & Times

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM Exploring Data Visually
CoWorks Corporation (See page 1 for description
16:00 AM - 11:00 AM Aldus Persuasion for Windows of programs.)
11:00 AM - 11:30 AM NTPCUG Business Meeting
1:00 PM - 2:00 PM The PC Darkroom
Micrografx Incorporated .
Special Interest Groups
SIQ Coordinaor K B. Barton (214)343-9690 h
. N 214)741
Special Interest Group Meetings Daid Trvash e
For passible time changes, check the Bulletin Board just before the meeting :gTh.L . mthh::}wo (214)423-7585
‘. T our % (214)228-1646
and the ooerhead display in the lobby a! INFOMART. Ron Jackson 2142783561
; : Assembler Frark Cavallito {214)423-9221 h
£:00-9:55 100 -10: 12:00 - 12:35 cont Basi¢ Programming Kent Kingary (21413170308 w
Assombler & Paradox Communicatons ) (21413170125 h
0 (TS o Parsonal Users Computer Law Steve Dixon g: :&% h
’ : w
General Genealogy R Uniy/Xanix 082 l&ve&sﬂu;mus - Baginners € Lang. Stan Milam (214)775-1503
Hardware Solutions 00 - 11¢ P al d Busingss Applle.  Brucs Schuber (214)233-8353 w
Personal Users , : ersonal Users Ce+/ Advanced G Kent Cobb (2143433882 h
Quickan Basic Programaing RBase Tom Cock (2141341-1890 w
Software Review Community Servica P Communications  Doug Gorrla (214)518-8002 h
o Family Roots - Golgy. Ll 1335 {214)454-7982 w
Windows Applications
WordParfect MS Works Baginnere C Language Bill Groen {817)791-4308 h
Roots Il - Genealogy Business Apps./DAG Easy CommanlySv  Jay Shisana C a0 ama w
10:00 - 10;66 Spreadshoet Davelopers LOTUS Gaimp Aded DasignBl Sophon (2142081700 w
Basic ngmmmlng Ti Pro General Mig. 08/2 Developers Computer Law Debra Rangel (214)635-9379 h
CAD Windows Developers Personal Users Mastin Meomaw (214)437-0322
dBase for TIPro 11:30 - 11:58 Tl meoN;wDUsere DAC Software Putt Shaw g::ygggﬁ:
Fox Pro Database Orentation 008 Jin Holsington (214416-3101 h
LﬁlFA_rGea Nmm 2:00 - ;05 Reagan Ancraws, PALD. (214)628-0699 h
one; 12:00 - 12:65 Fox Pro Kavin White {214)644-7636
Y Advanced Programmers Ganeakyy Al Sanlord (214)278-7888 h
N Ca+/Advancad C Hdw Solions  David McGehee {214)681-0202 h
. Gary Johnson (214)337-5676 w
. @Q — — (214)807-5851 h
Investors Nash (214)458-9158
North Texas PC Users Group, Inc. o A B R et <o
P.O. Box 780066, Dallas, TX 75378-0066 Franck Brght
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